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Cruz bay with his small vessels, leaving the larger ships outside.
He supposed he was at Santa Elena, but Cruz harbour is seven
leagues this side. So he departed thence and passed by Santa Elena
bay in the night and arrived at Oristan, which is three leagues
beyond it. There also he entered in the same order.
God was pleased that he should not find Santa Elena harbour,
for it has many shoals and he kept well to sea. He fired his artillery
many times expecting to be answered, but he was not.
At Oristan he took on plenty of water and firewood, and a mast
for a vessel which was badly in need of repair; and disappeared
from there on June 26 with all his fleet.
This was learned from the lookouts w*hich Gutierre de Miranda
had among the natives there; further, the warning I sent by sea and
land had just reached Santa Elena, from where, in a launch, they
immediately sent me eight barrels of flour and a little munition.
God be praised for all! The fact that that fort stands is a great help
...(p. 3).
The corsair cannot have departed out of love with this land,
since he found it in such good order, and fruitful and cultivated,
although he ruined everything and ordered it to be burned and
razed, showing himself especially severe \\ith my property, against
which it seemed he wished to show his greatest rigour. It is to be
feared that he, or others whom he will encourage, will not forget
that they fared well and will endeavour to damage Your Majesty
further; wherefore it will be advisable to be prepared for eventuali-
ties since this retreat is suited to their purposes, for it lies on the
course by which the fleets and all shipping disembogue.. .(p. 4)
. . . The three negroes who remained here (of those with the
corsair) say that they belong to Your Majesty and are part of the lot
working on the fort in charge of Bachiller Tostado in Santo
Domingo...
San Agustin, July 17, 1586.
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
Your sacred Catholic Royal Majesty's least servant kisses Your
Majesty's royal hands.
Pedro Menendez. Marques (Rubric).